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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
(FFICE OF RATIONAL ESTIMATES

10 December 1954

STAFP MEMORANDUM NO. 93-54
SUBJECT: “Reaceful Coexistones™: Marxies in the Atcmic Age

1. ‘he discussions of Merxist-Leninist theory whiech, in
the Soviet Unlon, provide & mwaps of keeping dogms abreast of
changing reality afford the cuteide vorlid em occasional opportu~

to gaugs, in some degree, the Soviet leaders' own svaluation

of the course of world events. Tue discussion of “peaceful
coexigtence” which, over the rast ysar, has been developing

in the Seviet theoretical Journals, 1s a case in Point. Al
‘though this discussion has Fesulted in no very cleer restatement

then to adopt.

2. The prodlem of "peaceful coexistonce” has probably
became en issuve in Soviet theory @s & result of the experience
of World War YT end subseguont developments in nuclsar weapons

asgess the lmplications of a wapr fought with aucleer wveapons,

The curent effort at reconciling the possibility of “peaceful
coexistence™ with the contradictory implicationz of Marxist
theory hes proceeded in stages. During the first stage of the
discussion, an attempt was made to deel with Lenin's thesie
regryding the inevitability of wars in the present stags of .
monopoly cepitalism and to discover a theoretieal escape from
the wnpromising fate vhich, in this era of universel vars, the
Leniniet thesis had come %o entail. Durimg the second stage, the
"difficult” implications of Ienin's thesis were allowed to recede
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into the backgrourd, erd hops wes atitached instead to the more re-
assuring prospect of an unaesisted capitalist disintegration. As in
all such rational systems, of courss, no dogma is ever explicitly
repudicted, andi the selection of texts and tha emphases attached
thereto are the factors which ecrry significance. But more signi-
ficamt than the texts thencelves, 85 a revelation of the trend of
offlcial thought, 1s the fach thot the discusgion on "pssesful co-

- existence” hes occurred at all. '

3. The present discussion on "peaceful coexistence" begen with
an article by M. Gus in Zygsde, an organ of the Union of Soviet Writers,
in Hevesber, 1953. Gus arguad the possibility of ecoexigtence espenti-
ally from & voluntaristie point of view. Ee sfmitted the Principle
of the inevitability of war umder capitalism, but denied that menkind
was theraby deprived of the opportunity of limiting or averting the
oparation of the law. "Marxism-Leninism,” he argued, "having armed
ue with the knowledge of this lar, thereby enables and tamches us to

this la¥..." Whether Gus' articls wme deliberately inspired to pro-
voke dshate on @ topic of eurrent concern or to provide reassurance
%o intellectuels troubled over a "difficult" dogme, or whether Gus
ani his essociates had misinterpreted the scope of the Paxrty's in-
Junctiocn to greater self-criticiom we shall perhaps nover know. In
any case, the publication of the article ves an extrsordinary event.
Gus' argument not only esaayed @ major reformulation of Stalin's own
restetement in 1952 of Lenin's thesis on the inevitebility of imperialist
vers, but undercut the doctrime of cspitalist encircloment, and indeed
brought into queation the fundamental Geterministie essurption of
Marxzlst philosophy. For one op more of these reasoms, the Soviet
haﬁeraappmthf&ltthatﬂunhaﬂdmtmf&reﬂhiscmumm
criticlzed in the following wonths.

L. mmtialmprimdapmedmthaﬁrnimof
Kommnliat, in January 1954, in en article written by V.Krushkov, Chief
of the Agitprop section of the Central Committes. This wag followed
in ¥ebrusry by a more detailed refutation in Zvepdns. Tereshkin, the

bility of Preventing o particulmr war through the instrumentality of

the poaee rovesant, vhich he adnitted, anf the Possibility of preventing
or "paralysing" the operation of the law of the inevitadility of im-
rerialist varas, which he denied. "It appears,” wrote Tereshkin ireni-
eally, "thes, 1foneeamotdcstroya1m¢, onz can, 1t sesms, paralyze
it anf thus make it inoperative. Apamlymldlmisalnaaymt;a

law; 1% is in & state of paralysis spd cennot act. It is both a law

and not @ lsw. Such a proposition has nothing in common with Marxist-
Leninist theory.”
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9« %he dlscussion xrested on this rether negative note

- until Septenber, when leontyev, writing in Kommnist, end :
aprarently under the influcuee of the newly published textbook on politi-
sa sequonmy, drew up the curyent officlal position om the quostion.

The rasul? 19 less a solution of the philosophical provlem then

an svasion of it, end what i3 lacking in logic is reploced with
bezbraet., However, where he does attenpt raticmalization, leoutyev
secke to place the whole problem on & rew footing by emphnsizing
not the iasvitebility of imperialiet wars but rather the in-
exorsbility of capitalist disintegration, presumably by force

of intermsl contradictions. This ehifting of the focus from

cne aspoat of dogue to spother is spyereantly designed to eclipse

_ the "difficuli" doectiine with one less umpslatable. “Marxiowm-

Ileninism toaches,” vrote leomtyev, “that the replacemsnt of one

social system by another takes ploce sg the result of chjeetive

cconcmie laws... When dn ope couniyy or anciher the objective

factora for the replacemsnt of the old soelal structure by the

ney are pregent, this changs becomes completely imsvitable, The

prograpsive forces of humanity lnow that the fate of the capitelist

system 18 imevitable---without vor as the result of the eggravation

of its imternal contradicticns.”

6. This new tack, which mansged to combine resssurance with
bluster, wvas folloved up by Verga in a wore wbvanre elsboration in
an OQctober issue of Few Times. Like leontyav, Varge suboxrdinated
the philosophical question smf, exhibiting a sophisticated reverence
for the arts and fruits of Western civilization, mepaged to smooth
over phileaophical difficulties vith pereussion and swest reasgon-
ablenose. In one place, howover, be reftersted the philosephical
line of Kamsunist, and affizmed ¢that "the inberent laws of capitalism
are driving it 6 its doom.” Iike Leomtyev, in comnection with this
problem, be is principally cozgerped with refuting the allggation
+het the Soviet peace policy is omly an expedient intended to dis-
guise more Machisvellize intemtions. Vargsa's introducticn to this
diceuvasien may have a pariticulsr significapce because of the similarity
betveen Gus' repudiated doctrine apd the doctrive which Vargs himself
was forced 4o recant in 1949, namely the “volunmtsrist™ heresy that
that the policies of capitalist states could posipone the collapse
of thoir ceonomies, and that the growing powver of the US mads war
between the “imperialist” stetes extrexely unlikely. The double
recantation which may be implied could be intended to resaffirm the
rap;?ﬁatim of tha Gus thesis, and to refortify the current official
pesition.

— B DENTIA
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T. The question of the real significence of the theoretical
thrust and counterthrust deseribed sbove remains to be analyzed. It
seem clear, first of all, that & need must have been felt by the
Soviet lsaders to resssure troubled minds disturbed by the implieations
of & doctrine vhich appeared to threaten not only personsl security
but mational interests es well. The new Soviet buresucracy, techni-
cally traired and motivated to e largs degree by the requirements of
business efficiency, must herbor many en intellsctusl who yasers for
nothing better then peaca, stsbility, =nd reassurance about the future.
Neverthelsss, the present discussion cannot bs expleined alons 88 an
ettempt to assusge such comcsra. It is much more likely that the
cpening of dsbate on such & eritical doctrine of Marxism indieates
mtsmwmmmmmngofsmponeymmpm
on at the highest levels and thet the Sovist leaders are attempting to
bring Communist doctrine into closer alignmsnt with their pregmatic
caleulations.

8. The evidence as to the character of these pragmatic calcu-
lations is less clear, but perhaps the best hint as to their nature
is contained in Varge's reiteration of Melenkov's statement of last
Narch thet a new vorld war would mesn the destruction of "world
civilization.” Sines 1949 Soviet lesders heve on mumsrous occasions
foresesn & wore discriminsting wer which would result in the destru-
ction of "world cepitslisa” alona. Thess recsnt indications of a
more wncertain prognosis prodably reflsct a growing apprecistion
among the Soviet leaders of the nature of the weapons which now make up
the world's arsensl, and a more realistic appraisal of the world
balance of power. Another elament in the Soviet calculations, of
course, is the continuing concern with the manifold problems of building
socialism et home, end with the requirements for pesce and stability
which these tasks involve.

9. MNuch of what the Soviet writers bave to say about "psaceful
coaxistence” can be written off as propagands, but there ave features
of the discussion deseribed above wvhich reflect a seriocus precccupation
vith the problem of coexistence on the pert of Soviet leeders. Soviet
theoretical formilaiions ghould mot, of eourse, be taken ag guide-lines
to Soviet eourses of action for more than a short period ahead, since
the very process of reformulation, which tekes place from time to time,
is in itself an indication of the flexibility and opportunism of
Soviet policy. Revertheless, the recent disecussion does suggest that
tbeiuvi&thadeubawathuphﬂtocomtogﬂpsﬂthnm
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wvorld reality, and to explain to the faithful, in Marxist
formulso, what this means with respect to the Soviet role in

the present stage of higtory. As far as we can interpeet it,
their cxplenation suggesis that thsy are slightly more optimistic
than heretofore about the possibility of peace, and considersbly
more concarncd ebout the hazards of war.
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